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counsel that he had departed steadily from the old ways and
pursued a presidential policy in the interests of the nation, and
now it was Schleicher who apparently was bringing back the bad
old days—a dangerous man as, even when he took his advice,
he had always felt. He consulted Papen. That true comrade was
bland but unhelpful. He reminded the President of the warning
he had given when he himself was dismissed; he agreed Schleicher
must go, for his position was anomalous and on the verge of
being positively unconstitutional. He, Papen, had at least had
the support of one party in the state; Schleicher apparently had
none; the party press was eloquently against him from extreme
Right to extreme Left; it was quite impossible that he would be
able to construct a parliamentary majority. No one supported
him except a handful of his cronies in the Reichswehr, a support
which in itself was a bad thing, and which as commander-in-
chief the President could hardly approve. He himself could not
possibly accept the chancellorship again. He saw no other course
than to come to an agreement with Hitler. Fortified by the in-
terview of Cologne and the disaster at Lippe he was sure that
an agreement could be come to with him. The Nationalists were
willing to support him and a Right cabinet might arrange a par-
liamentary majority; at least it would have a very strong parlia-
mentary basis. That would be much more constitutional than a
military dictatorship or even than another Papen presidial cabinet.
At the same time it would really be a presidial cabinet for it would
be the President and not the parties nor the chancellor who would
select its personnel. The unruly corporal would be well looked
after by an overwhelming number of superior officers—including
the highest officer of all, the President. He himself was quite
prepared on these conditions to serve under Reichschancellor
Hitler.
The old marshal, much bewildered, yet retaining that elemen-
tary common sense that so often baffles the ingenious and that
had enabled him to win battles which cleverer men were on the
point of losing, was not convinced. All this chopping and changing
began to irritate him. Where did anyone stand? His very candid
opinion of the National Socialist leaders had not changed; his

